perfect obedience that we owe him when we have already disobeyed him repeatedly?


The answer is that Jesus offered his own perfect life as a sacrifice to save his people. He not only paid the penalty for our sins through his death on the cross, he also paid the purchase price for heaven through his life of perfect obedience, which he lived for us.  When you trust Jesus to save you, he not only cancels your sentence of death, but he also credits you with his perfect righteousness. He qualifies you for heaven by his own obedience. You have obeyed God perfectly “in Christ.”  


Paul explains this wonderful truth in 2 Corinthians 5:21:  “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Our sins are transferred to Jesus, and he paid for them on the cross.  His righteousness is credited to us, and we are accepted by God.  
____________________________________
5. “You can go to heaven even if you choose not to join a church.”

This view is also widely held, which is pretty amazing since the opposite is so clearly taught throughout the whole Bible. What really matters, we are told, is to invite Jesus into your heart and to have a personal relationship with him, statements which, by the way, cannot be found in the Bible.  


But Jesus put it a different way. “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God.” (Luke 12:8-9)  What does it mean to “acknowledge Jesus before men”? Jesus was not really talking about religious T-shirts or bumper stickers or fish emblems. The pattern from the New Testament book of Acts was that those who believed publicly professed their faith in Christ and joined with the church. This included public repentance from sin and baptism if you have not already been baptized.  


Long ago a preacher proclaimed, “Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going into a stable makes you a horse.” Of course that’s true, but what would we think of a horse who consistently chose not to go into a stable, a place that normal horses love and enjoy? In time we might start to think that it was not really a horse after all, just a FAKE horse.  


All through the Bible God announced his plan to create a people. He said repeatedly, “And they (plural) shall be my people, and I will be their (plural) God.” (Jeremiah 24:7) The worst punishment in Old Testament Israel, aside from death, was to be “cut off,” that is, kicked out of God’s people, for then you had no hope for this life or the next. Likewise, Jesus said he was building his church (Matthew 16:18), not just individuals. He warned us that if we were ashamed to confess him publicly, then he would be ashamed of us before God’s throne.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


You need to trust and rest in Jesus Christ who alone can save you. For his chosen people, Jesus lived that perfect life which we owed God, and on the cross he also suffered the wages of sin which God owed us for our wicked disobedience—death and hell. So you need to trust Jesus alone, and not your good works. Jesus calls you to profess your faith in him publicly, to join with his people in a church that still believes the Bible is true and continually teaches these important truths about our sin and Jesus’ merciful provision for us.     
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Are you a 
“FAKE” CHRISTIAN?!

In August 2010 CNN reported on the largest sociological study ever conducted among religious youth in America from almost all denominations. It found that the overwhelming majority of religious youth believe and follow the same religion, no matter what church they attend, but that that religion is NOT Christianity. These many religious young people are only “fake” Christians, those who have accepted the title but do not really know what Christianity teaches and instead follow another “mutant” religion. 


Here’s a little quiz on basic biblical beliefs, beliefs that real Christians all know and accept. Use it to discover whether or not you may be a FAKE CHRISTIAN. (Don’t turn the page until you are done!  TRUE OR FALSE.)
----------------------------------------------------------
 T     F   1.  People are basically good.

 T     F   2.  Good people go to heaven when 
they die, and bad people don’t.

 T     F   3.  If you truly do your best God will 
accept that, and you will go to heaven.

 T     F   4.  The reason we can go to heaven is 
because Jesus died for our sins.

 T     F   5.  You can go to heaven even if you 
choose not to join a church.

----------------------------------------------------------
1http://www.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/08/27/almost.
christian/index.html?eref=mrss_igoogle_cnn

These statements are all FALSE.  The Bible clearly teaches that they are false, and real Christians have known this all along.
____________________________________
1.  “People are basically good.”

This is a very commonly-held belief today, along with its corollary, “I must follow my heart.” The heart, usually understood as our feelings, is the true, unpolluted self, we are told. And at the heart, people are basically good and will usually do the right thing. According the Bible, though, nothing could be further from the truth.  


This used to be true of us, but not for very long. God created our first parents good, but all that changed when they turned against him. Now all of their descendants are born predisposed to sin, and all do sin. Just a few chapters later in Genesis, the people had become so bad that God had to wipe out almost all of them with a flood. “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5) 


But this evil continued. Much later the prophet Jeremiah noted, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (17:9) And the Apostle Paul agreed:  “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) The result is that every person is dead in sin, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” (Ephesians 2:1-3)

What you must face is that you are also a “child of wrath,” you deserve God’s judgment and terrible, everlasting punishment, and you cannot save yourself. Real Christians have always believed and taught this because it is what the Bible plainly teaches.

____________________________________
2.  “Good people go to heaven when they die, and bad people don’t.”

You would tend to think that this is true, wouldn’t you? But it’s not true, because the Bible teaches something very different.  


For one thing, there are no good people as we’ve just seen. So if only good people go to heaven, then nobody will go to heaven. And this is what’s so wonderful about the Christian gospel. This is what makes it truly good news! God declares bad people (like us) righteous and welcomes us into the joys of heaven. That’s very welcome news to me because I have tried being good, and I have never been terribly successful. I may have my better days, but not very many.  


And it doesn’t matter anyhow because God saves us in a way that has nothing to do with our own goodness. Paul writes:  “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness….” (Romans 3:4-5) There it is!  God justifies, that is, counts as righteous (perfect and holy) ungodly people who do not work, that is, do not do good things, but instead simply “trust him.” 

The reason this is important is because Jesus said that he came to call sinners to be saved. The problem he found was that many people wouldn’t admit that they were sinners and so would not come to him to be saved.  Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”(Mark 2:17) What you must ask yourself is this: “Do I know myself to be a sinner? Will I call on Jesus to save me?”
____________________________________
3. “If you honestly try to do your best God will accept that and you will go to heaven.”

Now you are starting to see why this is also false, and why Christians who read their Bibles immediately see how mistaken it is.  People are not basically good but are evil. And since there are no good people, we can only hope for heaven by trusting Jesus.


But let’s explore this a bit further. Suppose someone honestly tried to get to heaven by doing their best. Why would that not suffice? The reason is because nowhere in the Bible does God ever require our best. God’s requirement from all of us is the same:  perfection. Jesus said it very plainly, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) That about says it all. And if there is a universal truth, something that all people of all times believe together it is this:  nobody’s perfect.  


But let’s take it another step. Even if we were to do our best, it would not be very good. The prophet Isaiah reminds us that “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” (64:6) Because we are sinful in heart our best deeds are like a polluted garment to God. “You must be perfect.” But nobody’s perfect!    
____________________________________
4. “The reason we can go to heaven is because Jesus died for our sins.”

This statement is close to the truth, in fact, very close. But it must be considered false because it was not simply Jesus’ death on the cross that saved us. It was also his perfect life. God requires perfect obedience from us.  Disobedience earns his punishment. It is quite true (and quite wonderful!) that Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for his people. But there still is that matter of perfect obedience which God requires. How can we give God the 
